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William Murdoch and Wives 


Janet Lennox Mary Reid Lindsay 


William Murdoch was the eighth child and youngest son 
of James and Mary Murray Murdoch. He was*born at Gaswater, 
Ayrshire Scotland, July 3, 1825. “le was christened July 
24, 1825, in the Parish Church at Auchinleck. His parents 
were PreSbyterians. His early history is one of hardship and 
trial. He was only six years of age when his father died, 
October 20, 1831, leaving his mother in very humble circum- 
stances. The father lost his life trying to rescue a young 
man by the name of George Baird of Dalford, who had gone 
down into a mine shaft and was overcome by "black damp." 

They both died. 

Just as soon as he was old enough to herd a few sheep 
on the bonnie heathered hills close by, he was hired out to 
do that kind of work, to earn a little to help provide for ` 
himself and assist his widowed mother. She saw to it that he 
had a little schooling during the winter months. He was pro- 
vided with yarn by his thrifty mother, and he learned to 
knit stockings for himself and others. Very shortly before 
his death, he knitted a pair of stockings for each of his 
children, When néarly twenty years of age, William went to 
work in the coal mines. Wages for farm work were very low 
and he wanted to earn more money so he could someday marry 
and have a home of his own. 

He soon found in the person of a very choice young 
woman who lived nearby named Janet or "Jessie" Lennox, a 
suitable mate, and they were married June 23, 1846, at Old 
Cumnock, Ayrshire, Scotland. Janet Lennox and William Mur- 
doch's first child was a girl whom they named Elizabeth after 
her grandmcther. She was born to them while they were liv- 
ing in Gasvwater, Ayrshire, Scotland in 1847. Next to be born 
were two sons. James "D", in 1850, was named after William's 
father, and David Lennox, in 1852, was named after Janet's 
father. Foth boys were born in a place called Cronberry, 
Ayrshire, Scotland. Then came a daughter in 1854 whom they 
named Mary after her grandmother Mary Murray Murdoch. How- 
ever, to their sorrow she lived only eleven days and then was 
interred in Auchinleck Churchyard. Their third daughter was 
born in 1.855 and was named Janet after her mother. Both 
Mary and Janet had been born in Gaswater also. The sixth and 
last child, Margaret, was born in 1858 in Ponesk, Ayrshire 
Scotland. They again had cause to sorrow when their oldest 
daughter, Elizabeth, passed away in her seventeenth year in 
1864. ihe was buried in Muirkirk, Ayrshire, Scotland where 
they wee living and her mother was placed beside her in 
1877. 
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A few years after William's marriage, his brother John, 
sister Mary, and his mother joined The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, and shortly afterwards his wife Janet 
became convinced that it was the true church and was baptized 
October 8, 1853, by James Gallacher. William at this time 
could see no need of his making a change. He was already a 
member of the good old Church of Scotland that his forefathers 
had lived and died members of. They were all good, honest, 
religious people, and he felt sure they were safe in heaven, 
so why should he make a change? He was highly respected in 
the community and it was considered a disgrace to join the 
despised Mormons. His wife, though, fully convinced-of the 
truth, went about her daily tasks quietly so as to keep 
peace and’ love in the home. She cherished the hope that at 
some future time her husband would come to see the truth and 
beauty of the gospel. She wanted also to teach it to her 
children, and ultimately go to Zion and make her home among 
the Saints in Utah. 

Uncle Willie, as he was usually called, was a very steady, 
sober man, very dependable, trustworthy, and a willing worker. 
Ne did well in a temporal way and in time became underground 
manager in one of the coal pits owned by the Eglinton Coal 
and Iron Company. He lived in the village of Muirkirk, Ayr- 
shire, Scotland where he was considered one of the most prom- 
inent men in the village. Getting better pay than the common 
miners, he was able to and did send his two sons, James "D" 
and David L., to some of the best schools in the country af- 
ter they graduated from the village school. They both re- 
ceived a very good education and they became prominent young 
men in the community where they lived. 

Uncle Willie knowing the faith and hope his dear wife 
had cherished for so many years and seeing her health failing 
day by day, came to the conclusion that he had not really 
taken the interest he should have taken in his dear wife's 
ideas regarding religion. Now that she seemed likely to be 
taken by death in a very short time, he began to investi- 
gate the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints. In a short 
time he and his daughters Janet and Margaret were baptized 
October 8, 1877, by Elder David Milne, just two months before 
his dear Jessie, as he called her, passed away. 

Before Jessie passed away she had the blessed assurance 
that as soon as convenient her husband and the family would 
make their home among the Saints in Utah. She died in Kil- 
marnock, Ayrshire, Scotland on December 20, 1877. She was an 
exceptional woman in more ways than one. In death she re- 
joiced in seeing her fond hopes realized and could lay her 
weary, wasted.body calmly down to rest in péase in the Kirk- 
yard at Muirkirk, where their daughter Elizą eth had been 
buried some years before. Having per formed Migs sad task of 
laying the body of his dear Jessie in the $ grave, 
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William and his daughters continued to live 
Kilmarnock until they had all arrangements mi 
Utah. 
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About the first of May 1878, they left Kilmarnock 
and went by train to Glasgow, where they joined David and his 
young wife. John Adamson, a young man who was engaged to 
marry his daughter, Margaret, was with them. From Glasgow 
they went to Liverpool where they joined a company of Mormon 
emigrants on board a steamship in which they crossed the At- 
lantic Ocean in about ten days. They left May 24, 1878, on 
the steamship Nevada. Very different was this voyage from 
the nine weeks spent by Uncle John on the sailing ship in 
1852 with poor accommodations and very little food to eat. 
Accommodations on the steamship were very good and the food 
good and plentiful, so they missed most'of the trying ex- 
periences of early-day travel on their journey to Utah. The 
journey by train from New York was finished in three days, so 
that it was only two weeks from Kilmarnock to Salt Lake City. 

Letters had been received stating the date of their 
leaving Liverpool and their probable arrival in Utah. Uncle 
John, William M. Giles, and William Lindsay met them in Salt 
Lake City with two teams of horses and wagons. They prepared 
to take them to Uncle John's home in Heber. 

The trip from Salt Lake to Heber took just one long 
day. They all arrived safely in Heber the next day and the 
brothers and sisters met, having been separated many years. 
It was a joyful meeting. At last they were all reunited in 
this blessed land and all were now members of the true church. 
They had left their homes and native land to cast their lot 
with the Saints.:in Utah's peaceful valleys. 

Much credit is due to Uncle Willie. After he did 
become convinced of the truth, he gave up a good position 
where he was respected in his commnity, and in his old age 
came to a new country, among strangers, to make a new home. 
However, they all seemed contented and went to work at any 
little job they could find. 

On June 29, 1882, in the Endowment House in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, William married again to a woman named Christina 
Gratien. She was also born in Scotland and had been baptized 
earlier, when about twelve years old. This marriage wasn't 
entirely satisfactory and they later divorced. . They had no 
children. 

Uncle Willie bought a land claim up on Lake Creek, 
four miles east of Heber, and also a team of horses. With 
the‘ help of his son-in-law John Adamson, they built houses, 
stables, sheds, and fences. Soon they had one of the best 
farms on Lake Creek. Of course they had to hire help until 
they learned how to irrigate the crops and many other things, 
but they had the money to do so. Uncle Willie's experience 
on the farm as a young boy with cattle and sheep and horses 
was a valuable asset to him now. In order to irrigate part 
of his land it was necessary to make a new irrigation ditch 
in which about twelve other farmers were interested further 
down the ditch. They all agreed to help put the ditch clear 
through so all could get the use of the water. Some of them 
seemed to have no further interest in it after it reached 
their land, but Uncle Willie, although his land was at the 


head of the ditch, helped through to the lower end, so all 
could benefit. John Adamson, Margaret's husband, helped him 
considerably the first five or six years. He stayed with him 
until the farm was fenced and under cultivation. 

William Murdoch became an American citizen March 18, 
1884. He received his temple endowment June 29, 1882. About 
1887, he married Mary Reid Lindsay, the widow of Samuel 
Lindsay, who had four children, the oldest being fourteen at 
the time of their marriage. William and Mary had three chil- 
dren: a son named William Louis and two daughters, Mary 
Murray and Lizziebell. Uncle Willie was quite robust, even 
in his old age, and a very industrious man}: He was sixty- 
nine years old at the birth of his last child. 

When about seventy-five years of age he sold his farm 
and bought a house and lot in Heber, where he lived some 
twelve or thirteen years. He was cautious in making trans- 
actions, but once made, he would stand by them regardless of 
the consequences. He was honest and honorable in his deal- 
ings with his fellow men. Being very industrious himself, he 
despised laziness and shiftlessness in others. 

He held the office of a high priest in The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for some years before his 
death, which took place on March 12, 1913. 

Uncle Willie was a highly respected member of the com- 
munity and left a splendid record behind him as a true friend, 
a good neighbor, and a respectable citizen. He set a good 
example in every way for his children and grandchildren to 
follow. He had a total of nine children and thirty-eight 
grandchildren. Many good things were said of him at his 
funeral services. He had filled a long life of usefulness, 
being eighty-eight years of age at the time of his death. 

He was buried in the Heber City Cemetery. 


(From writings of William Lindsay.) 


IN 
Affectionate Remembrance 


or 
JANET LENNOX 


(Wire oF MR. WILLIAM MERDOCH, LATE UNpeRaROUND 
MANAUER, MCINKIRES, 


Who Died at 4 Gilmour Street, Kifmarnock, 
On Thurvlay Morniag, the 20th of Dec, 1377, 


AGED 56 YEARS. 


Mary Reid Lindsay Murdoch. 


Mary Reid was born October 23, 1851, in Glasgow, Ayr- 
shire, Scotland, to James and Elizabeth Cummings Reid. She 
was the third child in a family of nine. Her parents and 
four children left Scotland for America in 1856, enduring 
many hardships and suffering from exposure. Mary, a child 
of five years, walked all the way. She was in the same com- 
pany as "Wee Granny" (Mary Murray Murdoch), the ill-fated 
Martin-Willey Company. 

They moved to Heber Valley in the fall of 1862 and 
later were called to help settle Cache Valley. Mary 
returned to Heber and worked for various people, doing 
general housework. 

Samuel Lindsay and Mary Reid were married December 
31, 1871, in Heber. Samuel Lindsay was born March 4, 1851, 
in Lanarkshire, Scotland, to William and Christina Howie 
Lindsay. He was the fifth in a family of nine. His father 
was killed in a mine accident in 1861. 

In the spring of 1862 his widowed mother and family of 
eight made plans to come to Utah. They left Kilmarnock on 
April 19, 1862, and sailed from Liverpool April 22, landing 
in New York on June 4. They travelled on to Florence, Neb- 
raska, where they waited for ox teams to take them to Utah, 
arriving in Heber on September 21, 1862. 

Samuel and Mary Reid Lindsay had the following chil- 
dren: William C., James Reid, Margaret, and Georgiana. They 
homesteaded a plot in Center Creek. Samuel worked part-time 
in the mines in Park City to earn the necessary means to pro- 
vide for his family, and while there, in 1880, he contracted 
an illness which caused his sudden death on July 27, 1880. 

The same pioneer faith and determination that helped 
them cross the plains made it possible for Mary to carry on 
now in her time of grief. With the help of her children, 
she made a brave struggle, with no complaint and with a grate- 
ful heart for any kindness shown her by friends and relatives. 

In 1887 she was married to William Murdoch, a widower, 
who had arrived from Scotland in 1878 and had located in 
Lake Creek. His family, two sons and two daughters, were all 
married. They were: James 'D"., David L., Margaret Adamson, 
and Janet Baird. William and Mary had three children, name- 
ly: William Louis, Mary Murray, and Lizziebell. 

They sold their Lake Creek property and moved to Heber, 
where they lived many years. William Murdoch passed away in 
March, 1913, and was buried in the city cemetery in Heber, 
Utah. 

Mary was again called to mourn the loss of loved ones 
with the death of her daughter Margaret Lindsay Burt, in 
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January, 1916, and again in the death of her daughter Mary in 
November, 1918. After this sorrow, she felt it best to sell 
her home and move.to Idaho to be near her children living 
there and her two sisters and a brother at Lorenzo, Idaho. 
She passed away there June 22, 1929, and was brought to Heber 
City for burial beside her first husband, Samuel Lindsay. 

She had led a long and useful life. 


Parents and Family 
of E 
Mary Reid Lindsay Murdoth 
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James Reid was born on January 12, 1816, in Iuch, 
Wigton, Scotland, to John and Mary Murray Reid. His father 
was a seaman and died at sea when James was a very small boy. 
His mother later married John Muir. 

Elizabeth was born July 8, 1824, at Monkton, Ayr, 
Scotland, to Louis and Elizabeth Wilson Cummings. 

They were married about 1841 and lived in Glasgow, 
Scotland. James was a leather worker and made and repaired 
shoes most of his life. Elizabeth was a skilled needle 
worker and did eyelet embroidery by contract for the royalty 
of Scotland. They were blessed with a family of nine chil- 
dren, five born in Scotland. They were: Elizabeth Reid 
Smith, William G. Reid, Mary Reid Lindsay Murdoch, James, 
John, Margaret Ann Nelson, Isabell Muir, and Robert. 

They joined the LDS Church in Scotland and immedi- 
ately made plans to come to the valleys of the mountains. 
They left their native land March 17, 1856, crossed the ocean 
in a small and poorly equipped sailing vessel, and were eight 
weeks reaching New York. Finally they reached Florence, Ne- 
braska, and made plans to travel with the James Willie Hand- 
cart company across the plains to Zion. They, along with all 
others, endured great hardships and suffering. A near trag- 
edy came to them one night when their daughter Lizzie fell 
through the ice while attempting to get a bucket of water 
from the stream nearby. They worked with her all night, taking 
turns warming blankets over the campfire to keep her alive 
and as comfortable as possible. When morning came and they 
were packed and ready to start on the day's journey they 
found that the father's fingers and mother's feet were fro- 
zen. On they trudged each day, paying no attention to their 
own ailments. The mother's toes rotted off before they 
reached their destination. Due to these injuries they were 
not able to work at their trades for many months. 


They were taken care of by his mother and stepfather, 
James and Mary Murray Muir, who had arrived in 1853 with 
the Appleton Harmon Company. They settled in Heber Valley 
in the fall of 1862 and lived in the fort for some time. 
Later they built a home on a lot now located about Second 
West and Center. They also tried to prove up on a claim in 
Daniels Creek, but because of Indian troubles were advised 
to give it up. James Reid was a member of the Wasatch Mil- 
itia- 
A few years later they were called to help settle 
Cache Valley, and spent their remaining years in Smithfield. 
James continued his work there, inchargeof the shoe repairs 
in the U & I Shoe Shop for many years. He passed away Jan- 
uary 12, 1886. He was buried in Smithfield City Cemetery, 
Utah. Elizabeth passed away August 1, 1910, at the home of 
a daughter in Lorenzo, Idaho. She was laid to rest beside 
her husband in Smi.thfield. 
(Taken from "How Beautiful Upon the Mountains," by Wasatch 
County Daughters of Utah Pioneers.) 


William Murdoch 


Picture taken by David L, Murdoch 


Muirkirk, Ayrshire, Scotland 


